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The Junior Certificate results were quite good.  The majority of 

students took higher level papers in most subjects.  There was a 

noticeable increase in the proportion of students achieving High-

er Level A/B grades across a range of subjects. 

The proportion of students taking higher level papers was down 

slightly on the previous year.  We urge parents to encourage 

their children to be ambitious, to aim to take higher level papers.  

If your child takes Ordinary Level papers in the Junior Cert, they 

cannot move to Higher Level for Leaving Cert. 

Last year’s Leaving Cert exams saw a continuing increase in the 

proportion of students taking Higher Level papers in a number of 

subjects. 

The proportion of students achieving Higher H1-H3 grades con-

tinues to rise in Irish, English and Maths as well as in a number 

of optional subjects.    

Congratulations to Stefan Elekes, who won an All-Ireland Schol-

arship worth in region of €24,000 over the course of his studies.  

Stefan is studying medicine in Trinity College. 

Principal J. Bean  
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Teaching & Learning at HCS 

Why TY? 

Students of 3rd Year and their 

parents are deciding if TY at 

HCS is right for them. We 

think that the programme that 

we have developed over time 

and have specifically tailored 

to our students is a great op-

portunity for 3rd years to ma-

ture and take some time for 

personal growth before the 

rigors of senior cycle.  

TY is designed to act as a 

bridge between the Junior 

Certificate and Leaving Certifi-

cate programmes. At HCS 

developed our own Transition 

Year programme, within set 

guidelines, to suit the specific 

needs and interests of our 

students. 

The TY programme is split 

into different areas. TY Activi-

ties give students exciting ex-

periences like Fencing, Yoga, 

Ballroom Dancing, Couch to 

5km and Photography.   

Projects in TY like the Drio-

acth Theater project, the Film 

Project, Song School, and 

Build a Bank teach students 

responsibility, how to self-

manage, how to work with 

others and to follow dead-

lines.  

Mr. N. Wade TY Coordinator 

Principal J. Bean, Billy Martin, Terlo Akintola, Nathaniel Onayemi, Patrick Maritan, Shane E. O’Neil 

Susan Radits, Alina Albert Stefan Elekes, Gary Byrne, Natalia Wymyslo, Ms C. Murray 



The new Junior Cycle has brought in huge 

changes for both students and for teachers. 

The changes in the Junior Cycle may seem 

intimidating at first but actually they are of real 

benefit to your child. In a nutshell, your child 

will have an opportunity to receive some of 

their final Junior Cycle grade through assess-

ment tasks which are completed during their 

lessons. The marks that they achieve in these 

tasks will be added to their final exam grade. 

Students must also complete Classroom 

Based Assessments which are investigations 

designed to encourage research based and 

collaborative learning.  The results of these 

‘Classroom Based Assessments’, students 

Junior Certificate examination grades and in-

formation regarding Areas of Other Learning 

(sports achievements, drama, awards etc.) 

where students feel they have excelled will 

appear on the Junior Cycle Profile of Achieve-

ment. This will be a record of each individual 

student’s achievement during their time in 

Junior Cycle. 

At HCS we want to ensure that we provide ac-

tive and engaging lessons that your child will 

not only enjoy but thrive in. To ensure this 

happens our innovative and passionate teach-

ers have come up with some new ideas to 

help us to give feedback to our students and 

to find new ways to listen to them about which 

types of lessons they learn in best. 

In summary, we are really striving to ensure 

that the learning environment here at 

Hartstown Community provides our students a 

chance to strive in these changing and excit-

ing times. 

Mr. G. Fleming Deputy Principal 

Student Voice for Learning 

Hartstown Community School places students 

and their learning at the center of all school busi-

ness. Our students’ voice plays a very important 

role in school life and is deeply rooted in our 

school culture. 

The Student Voice for Learning is an ongoing 

reflective assessment in the words of the learner, 

with the purpose of improving teaching and 

learning. It involves students engaging in discus-

sions relating to their own learning. It requires 

students to reflect on how they learn most effec-

tively, what methodologies they enjoy, and which 

ones most support their learning. It teaches stu-

dents how to express themselves as they be-

come more articulate and builds their confidence 

when they are communicating. 

Research has shown that the Student Voice in-

creases student involvement and engagement. 

Those who engage with the Student Voice for 

Learning, are more responsible learners and 

therefore take ownership of their education. They 

feel more empowered as they learn to self-reflect 

and as a result become leaders of their personal 

journey in education.  

The new Junior Cycle is now built on the concept 

that the student experience is as equally im-

portant as the outcomes. The Student Voice not 

only enhances the learning experience of each 

student, it also embeds the Key Skills of Junior 

Cycle. 

The Student Voice for Learning has the potential 

to help every student grow in confidence, be-

come more articulate and flourish as self-directed 

Junior Cycle Changes 



Junior Cycle Assessment and You 

So what is assessment at junior cycle really about? Well, the new Junior Cycle Framework has prompted teachers to 

think about the way they do things in their classrooms. Classrooms in HCS are evolving all the time and your children 

are engaged in active learning on a daily basis. Assessing student work is now seen as very much a part of the learning 

process for students and teachers. It enables teachers to see what level of learning has been achieved during the les-

sons. Previously, assessment was very much the sole responsibility of the teacher. While there is still a place for this at 

certain times of the year, we now realise that assessment can be a real moment of learning if the child is central to the 

process. At H.C.S we have been considering practical and sustainable methods to make this a reality for your child. 

One such method in use is COMHRA NUA, the student engagement sticker. As you can see in the photo below, this 

sticker has a Teacher Comments Section and a Student Response Section. The teacher section is interesting for teach-

ers because it is based in the success criteria that are negotiated between teacher and student prior to the assessment. 

In other words the students already know what a successful piece of work should look like before they sit to complete 

the task. As you will see, the teachers’ comments begin in the positive and give steps for future improvement.  

The student response is the moment of reflection for the student that provides significant learning. At this stage, the 

student reflects upon the teacher’s comments and plots two steps they will take for future improvement. They also write 

one thing they have learned about themselves as a learner and can use this as a safe and private space to ask their 

teacher questions. In a trial of over 200 students last year in the school, the students identified this as being one of the 

most positive aspects of this sticker. Not only did it allow them to clarify their learning, they saw it as a place for them to 

have an individual chat with their teacher and they really enjoyed that. 

We would encourage all parents of first year students to watch out for theses stickers their child’s copy! Some may re-

ceive “Whats app” messages with photos of your child’s stickers. Whatever way they come to you, do have a chat 

Awards  2018 

The school has always taken great pride in the achievements of our pupils in State exams. This year we held the Sixth 

Year prize giving ceremony on the 10
th
 of September. The overall results in the class of 2018 were excellent with many 

students achieving over 400 points. We wish to extend our congratulations to all students who did so well and wish 

them well as they settle in to college, apprentice and work life. We had ten prize winners, eight from the Leaving Certif-

icate and two from The Leaving Certificate Applied Programme. Congratulations to Billy Martin, Terlo Akinola, Susan 

Radits, Natalia Wymyslo, Nathaniel Onayemi, Patrick Maritan, Alina Albert, Stefan Elekes, Shane E.O’Neill and Gary 

Byrne. We had a lovely prize giving ceremony attended by the prize winners and their parents and all students from 

senior cycle, afterwards parents and prize-winners attended breakfast in the library. 

Our overall winner was Stefan Elekes who achieved an outstanding result of 613 points that resulted in  him winning 

the J.P Mc Manus All Ireland Award, he is now studying Medicine in Trinity College. Gary and Shane from LCA both 

achieved excellent results in their tasks and interviews throughout their two year programme. 

On the 28
th
 of September we celebrated our Junior Certificate results. Prizes were given to the top three students in 

each class .We also had three overall winners in the year group were; Ross Divine, Lauren Jones Brennan, Edward 

Isayev.  

The students were praised for their diligence, hard work and excellent attendance. Many congratulations to all our third 

Students who achieved our best Junior Cert Results  

Mr N. Grennan, Ross Divine, Lauren Jones Brennan, Edward Isayev Mr J. Bean 

Example of Comhra Nua 



The World Kickboxing council, held their annual world champion-

ships in City West Dublin this year. Fighters worldwide travelled to 

represent their countries from places like Guatemala and Ecuador 

to USA and Spain.  In order to be allowed to compete each fighter 

must be chosen by the coach of the Irish team, Louise has been on 

the Irish team for only 8 months.  

Louise fought hard, and was beaten in the semi-final by the eventu-

al winner, an English girl, and national champion named Molly who 

Louise became good friends with. In her first world championships 

Louise took home a bronze medal and made everyone very proud 

of her hard work and dedication. Louise trains in KKC CABRA, un-

der her coach Nicolas Duffy.  

The motto of WKC, is "If it doesn't challenge you, it won’t change 

you". 

The Student Council  

Inter Faith Week  

As part of international Inter Faith 

Week, the religious symbols associ-

ated with some of the major world 

religions have been painted on the 

glass doors throughout the school.  

The paintings provide a focal point 

within the school in a week dedicat-

ed to building good relationships 

and partnerships between people of 

different faiths and beliefs around 

the world. 

Inter Faith Week is an opportunity 

to celebrate diversity and common-

ality among all faiths and none.  It is 

also an opportunity for inter faith 

learning, interaction, cooperation 

and integration. 

During this week the aim is to 

strengthen good inter faith relations 

at all levels, increasing awareness 

of the different and distinct faith 

communities within the school and 

ultimately increase understanding 

between people of religious and 

non-religious beliefs. 

The Student Council has functioned in its present form since 2012 here in Hartstown Community School. 

The Student Council is a representative body for students to voice their concerns, opinions and thoughts. 

The Student Council believes in building healthy relationships among all members of the school communi-

ty here in Hartstown. The personnel within the student council may change but the purpose does not. The 

Student Council along with the assistance of Mr. Keane tries to identify and respond to student needs and 

promote student well-being. The Student Council is a democratic structure and believes in promoting de-

mocracy to students. We use the platform given in the most beneficial and educative way for students. The 

present student council hopes to improve communication between students and the elected representa-

tives of the student council. We hope to help dispel the stigma behind mental health and be a student 

council that provides more support and guidance. The Student Council will continue to provide peer inter-

net safety programmes, to promote World Mental Health Week and to create a progressive and inclusive 

environment for all students to learn and grow in.  To conclude, it is worth reflecting on the words of our 

President Michael D. Higgins at his recent inauguration: ‘We must encourage and deliver better, more 

meaningful, more equal, participation in decision shaping, decision making and decision taking’ 

Rory McGuinness—Student Council Chairperson. 

What's Happening at HCS? 


